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Cet essai aborde la signification de la
foi en évoquant les doctrines multiples
i till 030 o1y oS amo o0 i 3 | des savants dans son interprétation, tout
en faisant 'analyse de leurs points de
ooyl pgd 3 Bgass I dpiadl LSl | vue et leurs arguments dans la
. - - compréhension ct Dinterprétation des
iy Oty O 0 MBGY) g0 cBiully DSBS 1 occ dn Coran et de l;pr tradition (les
Log sbowdl Ladin ol 3 J o oo gl dires du prophéte - le salut soit sur lui)

= en ce sens, pour démontrer enfin les
Laale 20l 00 g8 S e o0 5 répercussions qui découlent de chaque
opinion.
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LA REFERENCE AUX FINALITES
ET SON INFLUENCE DANS LE
RAPPROCHEMENT ENTRE LES
DOCTRINES.

Pour asscoir les base$ d'une société
respectucuse et tolérante al égard dela
diversit¢ des opinions. Loin des
querelles et de la discorde, du fanatisme
el I'absence de I'objectivité. L'islama
mis des critéres d travers lesquels il fait
appel 4 la référence ~aux finalités a
savoir . la préservation a I’élre humaine
sa religion. son corps, son esprit. son
honneur. et enfin son bien matériel.
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La notion de la legislation faite par I’Etat islamique , que I’on
peut nomer (Al’Ishtiraa), a un sens different de la loi islamique

envoyée par DIEU.
Al’lshtiraa doit étre posé a partir des références du Charia. et de
'inteiet du peuple .cependant il a trois caractairistiques: il est

inférieur et limité, obligatoire aux individus selon leur aspects
éxtericur, annulable et modifiable .
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The zaouias in Algeria and the Absence of their Educational duty

The zaouia have plaved a significant role in the spread of Islam. And the preservation
of the language coran. { Arabic) throughout the Islamic world.

The Zaouias arc an extention. Or branch of the Traditional coranic schools that have
been developed during our Islam civilisation, but duc to the curopeans occupation, The
zaouias has been retragrading their role in teatching coran and Islamic science.

In this Reaserch project | want to produce an educational programme.

This project will also attempt to identify those factors that will contribute to the success

of this educational programme.
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The implementation of compensatory education in Britain

and the U.S.A and the criticisms levelled against it.

By : Dr LAOUIRA OMAR
Université Emir Abdelkader
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INTRODUCTION :

In this essay, I have attempted to clarify the concept of compensatory

education. I have used a definition of compensatory which is a social measure
aimed to solve or alleviate problems of the disadvantaged . Then I have clarified
the characteristics of the disadvantaged which could be summarized as
problems of economic deprivation, social alienation or ethnic discrimination. |
have given also a descriptive image of the compensatory programmes In the
US.A. The compensatory education in U.S.A is characterized by the fact that it

is a response to the demands of civil rights movements.
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Its target has been directed to three age-group, pre-school children, pupils in
the early grades of the elementary schools, and adolescent drop-outs from hight-
school. I have also focused my attention on the policy of compensatory
education in Britain which is based on two important reports. First the Newson
Report which dealt with the education of pupils aged 13 to 16. The second is the
Plowden Report which dealt with primary education. This Report made use of
the E.P.A concept. The Plowden Report suggests that the authorities should act
politicaly in favour of the EP.A. The Brtish government made its
compensatory policy in reference to both reports, Newson and Plowden. The
second part of this essay is dealing with the criticisms against compensatory
education.

In the end, I have to notice here that the interest in the problems of
disadvantaged children was developed as a result of a variety of movements,
philosophies and ideas that came to the fore in American Society in the 1950
and 1960. The development of interest in European countries seems to have
been an overflow from the United states. It was probably largely mediated
through the literature and through various internationa! bodies like Unesco,
OECD and more recenthy the council of Europe (Kallaghan,1977p19)

* E.P.A:Educatioral Priority Area

Definition of compensatory education:
Chazan (1973) argues that "since the end of world war II there has been a

rapidly growing interest in the needs of children whose school progress and life
chances are adversely affected by social handicaps such as poverty, a broken or
incomplete home, a background offering little stimulation, or membership of a
minority social group” (P 01)

He defines compensatory education by saying that" In the mid 1960° jthe

term compensatory education come into vogue to describe educational and
3
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social measures aimed at solving or alleviating the problems faced by these
children, now categorised as" socially disadvantaged" or " culturally deprived” (
Chazan , 1973 , POl)

Tiedt (1968) believes that" several sub-groups within the population of the
United States have been indentified as disatvantaged by psychologists,
sociologists and educators" (PO5)

He argues also that" some authorities would include in the disadvantaged
those

children who come from homes where money is plentiful but where love 1s
lacking. The child from a broken home may also be considered disadvantaged -
and in many important respect aften is- " ( Tiedt , 1968 , P5)

Characteristics of the disadvantaged: In order to clarify the characteristics
of the disadvantaged, Kellaghan (1977) refers to the definition of the California
Advisory Committee on Compensatory Education.

The committee used a combination of personal and environmental
characteristics in their list of criteria of the disadvantaged. According to the
Committee, children are disadvantaged if they are below average in school
achivement as measured by standardized tests in combination with one or more
of the following problems: economic deprivation, social alienation caused by
racial or ethnic discrimination and geographic isolation” (Kellaghan , 1977,

P16)

Kelsall (1971) believes that the socially disadvantaged children have the
following characteristics:

I)" One feature that is common to all socially disadvantaged children is
that their academic performance in schools is relatively poor in comparison
with the average or even minimum standard achieved by middle class

pupils, and which the school has , therefore come to expect of all pupils”

h]
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2)The socially disadvantaged children have a feeling of apathy or are
hostile towards schools, their attitudes are almost permanent feature of their
relationship with their school. They have an undisciplined behaviour which
often, makes teachers complain that some of their pupils show complete
lack of respect for the property of others, behave in a thoroughly
undiciplined manner and constantly indulge in profanity.

3)The disadvantaged children are subject so often to frequent changes
of schools. It can be said that just a damaging to a child's educational
developement as a poor attendance record can be frequent changes of
school.

4)The last problem which faces the social disadvantaged children in a
high drop-out rate from school, they fail to take advantage of, or benefit
from educational apportunities .( Kelsall, 1971, P19 to 35)

Compensatory programmes in the U.S.A.

In recent years, U.S.A has seen an extraordinary activity in publishing
books and reports related to compensatory education; this is because of the
number of problems caused by poverty and social inequality in American
society ( Chazan, 1973,P02)

Chazan ( quoted in wilkerson,1970) says that" In the Post-War period a
number of factors combined to make the need for compensatory education an
urgent one, including the increasing value which is being placed by society on
educational achievement, the wastage of talent arising from the inability of
numerous children to take advantage of their educational opportunities, and a
growing dissatisfaction with the school system . By some, however, the
developments in compensatory education in the U S _A are seen largly as " off -

target responses” to the demands of the civil nights movement for radically
integrated schools" ( Chazan , 1973 | P3)
6
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Charzan (1973) argues about wilkerson's view by saying thét " according to
this view, Compensatory programmes were the outcome of insistent demand of
the Negros people for better education, and to a very large extent compensatory
education in segregated schools emerged as an expedient alternative to school
imtegration™ { Chazan,1973,P3) )

The compensatory programmes in U.S.A. were firstly directed to the Negros,
and secondly to the Puerto "Ricans, Mexican Americans and American
Indians. They are minority groups living in the urban ghetto and suffuring from
material and cultural depnivation in terms of the dominant culture.( Chazan,
1973,P3)

Chazan (1973) ( quoted in Gorden and Wilkerson,1966) says that" the
programmes have included measures to alleviate poverty, the provision of extra
medical facilities, the rehousing of families, the building of new schools,
changing teaching approachs, devising new educational materials and
techniques, increasing the impact of educational technology, extending
children's experience and establishing projects to involve parents and the
community. They have also aimed at the reduction of the size of classes and the
increased availability of specialized supportive personnel for the teacher”
(Chazan , 1973 _ P4)

Compensatory programmes in the U.S.A have been directed for children
and young people at all educational levels. These programmes were stimulated
by the support of the Economic Act (1964), and the Education Act( 1965)
issued by the Federal Government. The compensatory programmes in the U.S.A
have been dealing with three age-groups. 1 shall draw light on each of these age-
groups.

2)Pre-school _projects; It was largely admited in the U.S.A. that early

intervention is benificial to the disadvantaged child. This is why a large number
7
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of pre-school projects have been developed in the U.S.A First of all they start
with the" Headstart Programmes"” which began as eight week experiments in the
summer of 1955, and expanded to full year. The purpose of these programmes
is to prepare disadvantaged children to cope with later school life and to present
- in some way- development deficit which would hamper their educational
progress ( Dill and Spreeche 1969 , quoted in Chazan 1973, P5).

DFollow through programmes: the follow through programmes have been

focused on the early grades of the elementary schools. “They have been
designated to the extinction of educational gains initially made in the pre-school
compensatory programmes” . The follow through programmes started in the.
School year 1967/1968 (Chazan , 1973, p6).

3)Programmes for early drop-outs: programmes for early drop-outs

were taken in consideration by the Economic Opportunity Nationwide "
Upward Bound" programmes. Their aim was to identify and help potential
college student who need to be favoured School councillors have played a
role to pick out such students in hivh school to support them and to advise
them to take the step of higher education

'

Usualy , the contact is arranged with a " sponsoring” college, and overa
period of time, the relationship between pupil and college improve especially
through the summer programmes. There are common features of the
programmes for early drop-outs, such as special classes, tutoring, job training

Fwork experience ( Wilkinson, 1970, quoted in Chazan, 1973, p6)

Policy of compensatory education in Britain_

Chazan , in his book " Compensatory Education ,1973" reports that “in
Britain although there has been little experimentation with compensatory
programmes, the problems arising from educational handicaps associated with

membership of families of low " social class " have received a great deal of

8
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study and have been comprehensively documented in both official reports and
research publications” (P10).

But in his book * Deprivation and the Infant school,1978” he argues that in
Britain " Although both research studies and official reports have highlighted
the adverse effects of an unfavorable home background on a child's progress at
school, action to help disadvantaged children has been more limited". (P1)

He draws attention to the Newson Feport (1963) which he said " dealt with
the education of pupils aged 13 to 16 of average and less than average ability ".
He added that " the Newson enquiry included in its sample a group of schools
specially selected for the known difficulties of their social and physical
environement, and the Report comments on the severity of problems of these
schools, particularly over educational retardation, ill health , truancy and
delinquency” ( Chazan , 1973, Pi])

Chazan (1973) also, facused his attention on the Plowden Report (1967)
which dealt with primary education and made emphasis upon the more seriously
deprived children who are the main target at which compensatory education is
aimed (P11). He gives more explanations about Plowden Report. He said that "
the Report has discussed in some detail the educational needs of primary school
children in deprived areas and proposed a nationwide scheme for helping
schools in neighbourhoods where children were most severely affected by a
combination of social and educational handicaps" (P11). The Report used the
concept " Educational Priority Areas" which refers particularly to the grossly
deprived areas. The Report recommended that schools in E.P.A areas should be
given special help so that they could supply a compensating environment
(Chazan,1973 P11).

Chazan (1978) points out that " the concept " Educational Priority Areas"

has tended to dominate thinking on the need of deprived children in Britain". He
9
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argues that * the identification of such areas is a useful starting point in the
redistribution of resources which is needed to bring extra help to famillies
sufferring from social and economic disadvantages" (P12)

Chazan (1973) ( quoted in Halsey 1972) said that on the basis of action-
research in England, Halsey concluded that the concept of E.P.A is a socially
and administratively viable unit through which one can apply the principle of
positive discrimination. Even though it is difficult to define precisely the "
E.P.A" areas, Halsey, is still confident in using this concept , however he
carefully points out that while a focus on locality is important “ In the end the
appropriate unit is the individual and his family" ( Chazan, 1973 P2)

In order to see the application of the concept” E.P.A", we must give some
examples applied in Britain by researchers. The best example is " the Oxford
Study of Educational Priority Areas" which was an action- research project in
four EP.A's (Deptford, in London, Balsall Heath, in Birmingham, Liverpool 8,
and Denaby Main, in the West Riding). The essentiel idea of E.P_A as Halsey
(1975) points it out " is to produce a quantitative measure of concentration in a
given area of the social " have-nots" and to tum this assessment of disadvantage
mto a financial formula of positive discrimination which would determine the
flow of extra ressources from Central to Local Government for education”

{ Ruston and turner ,1975 | P47)

I would like now to select the survey of West Riding Project as an example
to help us see the social effect registred on the disavantaged children. The
survey of West Riding E.P.A has concentrated on the features most relevant to
the educational and social fields. By the end of 1972, there have been a
tendance towards improving accommodations and housing of the
disadvantaged. Also, a tentative to built new schools and extention of others

have been going well enough. There have been a much concem of the staffing
10
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problems which face several schools in 1969. As a remedial to staffing
problems some schools have received extra staff to relieve head teachers who
were previously responsible for a class. The creative work and activity methods
have spread to more of the primary schools.{ Smith,1975 P54, 55, 56)

After drawing up the policy of compensatory education in Britain in the
more academic and research level. I would like to focus now on the pratical
aspect of such policy on disadvantaged children.

Based on Plowden Report, the pratical aspects of Britain's policy was not of
great deal of actions as Chazan points it out, but nevertheless, it starts in several
directions. In 4™ April 1967 the D E.S announced that out of the £ 54 millions to
be reserved to school buldings in 1968-69, 6 percent ( 3 millions £) was to be be
directed to schools in the areas known by the Plowden Report as "E.P.A". From
the 1" April 1968 teachers were to receive an extra £ 75 per unnum, if they are
teaching in schools of exceptional social difficulty. The second remarkable
event was the announcement in the summer of 1974 of an increase in the total
amount available for payment to teachers who are working in areas‘of social
difficulty. The increased amount of money was to £11.4 millions.

There have been a good reponse of government in favour of the
disadvantaged when came the announcement of setting up of three units by the
DES, in August 1974, The first is the Educational Disadvantage Unit which has
the duty to serve as a focal point for consideration of matters, at all stages of
education, connected with educational disadvantage and the education of
immigrant, to influence the allocation of ressources in the interests of immigrant
and those identified on the best currently available criteria, as suffring

educational disadvantaged ( Robinson, 1976 ,P54 | 55).
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Criticims against compensatory education:

There have been a lot of criticims against compensatory education from
many social scientists. The criticims have been firstly focused on the concept
itself, for example Bernstein(1972) argues that " the concept of compensatory
education” " serves to direct attention away from the internal organization and
- the educational content of the scheol, and focus our attention on the families
and children" ( P106). He points out that we should not talk about "offering
compensatory education to children who in the first place bhave not, as yet, been
offered an adequate educational environnement "(Bernstein , 1972 , P106)

In order to prove his point of view, Bemstein (1972) brings some
information from Newson Report. He says that " 79 percent of all secondary
modern schools in slums and problems areas were materialy grossly
inadequate”. He thinks that " we should stop thinking in terms of "
compensatory education” but consider instead, most seriousely and
systematically the conditions and contexts of the educational environement"
(Bemstein, 1972 , P108)

Halsey (1973} believes that compensatory programmes have set themselves
unrealistic objectives. This problem as he said " is particulary marked where
vague non-educational goals are put forward for example " breaking the poverty
cycle" (P21)

Charzan (1973) in his book " Compensatory Education” sums up the main
critics levelled against compensatory education.

)He believes that a compensatory education has not been successful in
achieving its aims and should be considered as a lost cause . He argues that
" in 1967, after a survey of about twenty compensatory programmes in the
period 1957-1966, focused on Negro pupils in primarly Negro schools, the

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights concluded that while it was satisfied that
12
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such programmes would be helpeful to individual disadvantaged children,
there was no evidence that any of the programmes reviewed had
significantly raised the achievement of participating pupils, asa group (
Chazan , 1973, P15).

2)The second point is concerning the role of genetic factor in the
education of puipls. According to Chazan's point of view, compensatory
programmes have tried to change what cannot be changed to any great
extent such us genetic factors. He said that they are much more important
than environmental factors in producing differences in inteligence (P17).

In order to find a support to his point of view Chazan (1973) refers to
Jensen who said that " extreme environmental deprivation can keep the
child from progressing in leamning, but an enriched educational programme
cannot push the child above that potentiel” . Jensen 'idea is based on the
assumption of the race differences. He believes that Negro children score
something like 15 points below white children on intelligence tests. He
clains that these tests have been found empirically . This criticism does not
have convincible arguments, because Unesco has declared in 1951, that
"according to present knowleged there is no proof that the groups of
mankind differ in their innate mental characteristics, whether in respect of
intelligence or temperament” ( Eysenck , 1973, P19)

3)Chazan (1973) criticises compensatory education because there have
been an emphesis upon the identification and labelling children as "
disadvantaged" (P14). His argument is based on the fact that " the labelling
of any handicaps is fraught with difficulties and often encourages stereotype
thinking" (P14).

He gives as example that some children from the poorest homes do well i

school and they have no problems, while some children from middle class
13
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families are suffering deprivation such as parental warmth and affection He
concludes that we have to use another term which could replace the worg
“disadvantaged. In this point , 1 desagree with Chazan , 1 do not see the
problems of “disadvantaged” childrens related so much to the term itself . The

solution to their problems is not done by chosing the best qualification for them

4) There has been too much emphasis in compensatory education on the
significance of the early years of the child’s life in ihe shaping of his later
development (Chazan , 1973 ,pl4)

Chazzan justifies his pomnt of view from the interpretation of Piagetian
Theory by ( El Kind 1969) who believes that the concentration of compensatory
effort on the pre-school age is not approved scientifiquely. But the years from
six to twelve are much more important . ( Charzan, 1973 , P19). The same point
of view is held by Bernstein (1970) who said that the early years are of great
significance for child’s later developement.

5)The last criticism against compensatory education is levelled by
Robinson(1976). Ronbinson (quoted in Barnes and Lacas ,1975) Said that the
question which we have to ask is whether the policies of positive discrimination
reach the majority of disadvanteged children . From the (Bames and Lacas)
investigation the answer for this question is unfortunatly «no » .

Robinson (1976) reported that, Banes and Lacas, have been using data from
a survey of the reading performance of all eight year old children in London
Junior Schools in 1968, and the performance of the same children when aged
eleven in 1971, and information gathered for the ILEA deprivation Index.

They conclude «it seems likely that the majority of children are notin

disadvantaged areas and the majority of children in the disadvantaged areas are
not disadvantaged (P19)
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The authors ( Bames and Lacas) go further to say that positive
discrimination is based on schools — in a way — that there will be a hope for
individuals to reap some benefit .

It seem to me that this findings are quite strange, but this things could
happen because of the difficulty to define exactly who need to be helped. The
policy of compensatory education is using the EPA concept as a tool to
differenciate between areas of priority, so that the policy could act in favour of
some areas ; but some times it happens that some areas does not need help.

Conclusion :

From this essay, which is covering the compensatory programmes in both
USA an UK, and the criticims against them, | can draw a deduction about the
policy of compensatory education. It seems to me that compensatory education
is not enough to solve or alleviate the social problems of the disadvantaged
children. From the criticisms levelled against compensatory programmes, it was
shown clearely that compensatory programmes have not done a lot to these
children qualified as “ disadvantaged ".

I think that the problem ofthe disadvanteged children is within the social
and economical system as a whole. It is not possible to solve — forever- the
problems of disadvantaged children, if the social and economical system is not
helping for that. It is because of the malfunction of the social and economical
system in society that the problems of disadvantaged emerge on the surface of
the facts.

In order to exterminate the disadvantaged's problems, we have to revise the
efficacity and the righteousness of our social and economical systern,

I can give some examples to clarify my idea. We all consider that sub-groups
in American society , such as Negros Porto-Ricans , Mexican American ,in
some way, are in a desadvantaged situation. Their grave problem is because the
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American society as a whole have a specific argument about them which is not
respectable - so that they are in a disadvantaged situation even some of them are
not lacking money. The same example could be said about a classe society. The
people in a lower classe have a lack of opportunities and in deduction have a
lack of material commodities. It is not possible to compensate their education
by offering them some of these needed materials.In fact they don't needa
temporary solution, but they really need a helpful society and a rightful social

system
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The issue of ffeedom of man is an ancient one, going back go the very days
of the history of Humanity. Mankind was bom free,from one mother and one
father, but man has been unjust to his fellow human, he has transgressed
against the rights of other, the strong overpowering the incapable, pushing him
around and ordering him about, taking all that he wants at without regard of the
fact that some things simply do not belong to him, but are the property or rights
of others. It was only then when such deeds prevailed that the elements of
injustice, inequality and unfaimess become the norm among human
communities, whereby the strong humbled and humiliated the weak, the rich
took advantage of the poor, the capable domineered the incapable and people
become divided into classes and some groups of people claimed for themselves
rights over others, while God had endowed each and every man with the same
rights, Meanwhile, other groups of people thought that they belong to a purer
race, or are of nobler blood. Some have become haughty or proud on the
grounds of their race, ethnic background or affiliations, forgetting that we are all

the descendants of one origin, As Allah Almighty says in His holy book in the
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Chapter of Chambers.

O you mankind, surely We created you

Of a male and female and We have made

You races and tribes that you may

Get mutually acquainted.

Surly, the most honourable among you

in the Reckoning of Allah are the most pious

Allah is ever knowing,ever cognizant.

Verse 13

While, the prophet (PBUH) says in one of his hadith « you are all from
Adam,and Adam is from dust ».

Unfortunately, the circle if distinction and differences increased among
human communities, some thought that they are better than others because of
the colour of their skin, ethnic or tribal ancestry, or because they happen to
speak a certain language. Although, in actual point of fact, if we really consider
all these points of differences, the sensible and rational among us would come

to realize that they all go to attest to Allah’s ability, for the holy Quran says in
the Chapter of the Romans

And of his signs is the creation

Of the heavens and the earth

And the differences of your tongues and colours.

Verse no 22

However, mankind has gone goo far in this call of superiority, so much so,
that some have claimed divinhe lineage, just like the ancient pharaohs of Egypt
and there are so many autocrats and dictators who claim the same thing. Not

only that, butthe Quran tells us that the Jews and Christians claim that they are
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sons of God. The Jews in particular have really gone so far to say that they are
God’s chosen people on this earth and all of mankind are here to serve them as
slaves. The holy Quran replies to these allegations in the Chapter of the Table

And the Jewes and the Christians said :

We are the sons of God and his beloved

Say, why then does He punish you for your guilty deeds ?

He has created. He forgives whomsoever He

Pleases and punishes whom He pleases. |

Verse 18

When Islam came, human communities were suffering from the bondages of
slavery and serfdom, whereby two thirds of society were slaves to the remaining
third. However, with the advent of Islam, it announced that people are equal.
Because they are all descendants of the same origin, for all mankind is the
descendant of our father Adam and Adam was made from dust and clay. Indeed,
all humans are like the teeth of a comb, no one is more distinguished or superior
than the other, because of the colour of his skin, his tribal affiliations,
nationality, race or sex. Each and every one of us has the right of creed that
best speaks to his logic and and each and every one of us has the right to
express his thoughts and beliefs in total freedom and without any pressure or
force. Furthermore, each and every one of us has the right to act in his personal
and financial matters as he sees fit, as long as such acts do not infringe upon the
right of others or constitutes an act of aggression or hostility against them. Each
and every one of us has the right to voice an opinion concerning the general or
public policy of the country in which he lives, be it relative to internal or foreign
policy. In short, we can sum up these different freedoms indo the following

modern categories of conception :
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1-religious freedom

2-freedom of thought

3-civil freedom

4-political freedom

religious freedom or freedom of creed is representative in the absolute
freedom of man to believe in the religion that he chooses. Creed or religious
belief is something that one feels with his soul and inner being, it cannot be
forced unto one.

We have many instances in the holy Quran that confirm and assert the
freedom of belief and creed and that the religion should not be forced upon
anyone. Indeed, the holy book also says that the mission of the prophet
Mohamed (PBUH) was to inform the people of his message and calling and not
to force them to embrace Islam. The chapter of the Cave says

And say the truth is from your Lord

So whosoever decides then let him believe

And whosoever decides let him disbelieve

Verse 29

The verses of the holy Quran affirm that the mission of the prophet isto
remind people, in the Chapter of El Gashiya, it says

So remind them

Surely you are only a constant reminder

You are not in any way a dominator over thers

Except for him who has turhed away and disbelieved

Then Allah shall punish him with great torment.

Verse 21 to 24

And Allah also says in the Chapter of Kaf
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We know best what they say

And in way are you a potent over them

So remind by the Quran him who fears My threat

Verse 45

We also find this reference in the Chapter of the table

The messenger’s duty is but to proclaim the message

For God knows all that you reveal

And all that conceal

Verse 99

And in the Chapter of Thunder, we read

To you is the proclamation

And we the judgment

Verse 40

Again we find in the Chapter of the Table,

Obey God and obey the messenger

And beware of evil, if you do turn back

Know you that it is Our messenger’s duty

To proclaim the message in the clearest manner

Verse 92

It is related during the days of the prophet that a man from Medina by the
name of Abu El Husseen, who was a Muslim, had two Christian sons. He asked
the prophet for permission to force his two sons to embrace Islam. The
revelation came to the prophet concerning this matter as follows.

Let there be no compulsion in religion

Truth stands out clear from error

Whoever rejects evil and believes in God
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Has grasped the most trustworthy hand-hold

That never breaks and God hears and Knows all

Verse 256

It may spring to the mind of some that if this is the case for Islam to give the
choice and freedom to choose one’s creed, then why is there an Islamic ruling
that any Muslim who reverts on his religion is punished by death ? Isn’t this a
contradiction with the principle of freedom of choice ? In order to answer this
question, we first have to be aware of the reason for this Islamic principle. This
rule was revealed in the holy Quran because some Jews had fallen into the
practice of declaring at the beginning of the day had embraced Islam and then
by nightfall they would announce that they had reverted to their original
religion. They did this to cause confusion and spared doubt in the souls and
spirits of the Muslim community. The holy book of Islam the Quran recounts
this story, it says Chapter of the Family of Omran.

O ye people of the book, why do you

Confound the truth with falsehood

And keep back the truth and you

While you have knowledge ?

A section of the people of the book say :

Believe in the morning what is revealed

To the believers, but reject it at the end of the day

Perchance they may themselves tumn back

And believe ni one unless he follows your religion

Say : true guidance is the guidance of God

That anyone should be brought the like of

What you have been brought , or that
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They would argue against you before your lord

Say : all bounties are in the hand of God,

He grants them to who he pleases

And God cares for all and he knows all things

Verse 7110 73

Since this was the practice of some of the jews, who bore ill feelings towards
the prophet and his message and who merely wanted to spread confusion and
doubt among the Muslims, the prophet said « death bewaits those who revert
from their religion ». Hence, it transpires that this was a strategy to offset the
malicious plans of some ofthe jews. Another reason is that every state has its
own set of laws and decrees that apply to all those who live in that country and
anyone who violates any such law or decree is punishable by the state and this
is not an imposition on freedom or a restriction of any freedom. What | am
trying to say is that any Muslim who goes on his religion is punishable by death
because he has contravened an Islamic law that applies to all those living in the
Islamic state, and not disposal of money and property. This document is well
known in Islam and sets out in detail all these rights. Islamic jurists and ulamas
have agreed on what has become known as the five necessities, which is the
respect and sacredness religious belief, life, the mind, meney and procreation.
This principle of the respect of the rights of non Muslims in a Muslim society
was asserted again and again in many hadiths of the prophet (PBUH), espcially
the rights of people who believe in one of the revealed religions. On such hadith
is « whoever harms a believer of the book (meaning a revealed religion), shall
be my adversary, and whoever becomes my adversary remains so until the day
of Judgement ». while another hadith says « whoever harms one of the believers

of the book shall never smell the sweet perfume of Heaven ». A third hadith
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says « whoever harms a believer of the book shall have harmed me, and
whoever harms me angers allah ».

A Muslim society is required to deal with and treat non Muslims with
Kindness and respect, giving them a helping hand whenever they need it,
provided that they are peaceful towards the Muslims and are not antagonistic
towards them and as long as they do not perpetrate acts of aggression or enmity
against the Muslims or side with their enemies against them. This rule is
stipulated in a number of occasions in the holy Quran, silch as for instance the
Chapter of the Mumtahana

God forbids you not with regard to those

Who fight you not for your faith

Nor drive you out of your homes

From dealing kindly and justly

With them, for God loves those who are just

Verse 8

The Muslim caliphs observed and abided by this rule as advocated by the
Quran and the prophet (PBUH). Caliph Omar Ibn El Khattab was known for
asking anyone who arrived at Medina about the people of the book (i.e. people
who believed in revealed faiths) in their part of the country, lest they be treated
unjustly by Muslims there and he was always assured that they met with the
best possible treatment. History books have preserved a lettre addressed by
Imam Ali (May Allah be pleased with him) to the person in charge of the
treasury and tax collecting (E! kharag) in which he wams him not to be too
harsh on the people of the book while gathering taxes. The Imam said in his
letter «If they cannot pay the taxes, do not force them to sell their clothes of

risk their livelihood, nor force them to sell their cattle. Do not force them into
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hardship if they cannot pay the due taxes. Do not and you shall be dismissed
from this position ».

In the books of Islamic jurisprudence, we find more details on how a Muslim
ruler or leader should act toward his people and subjects who are not Muslims
and how such leader is responsible to defend them even it means risking death
or fighting battles in order to defend. For instance we find that Ibn Hazm El
Zahary wrote in one of his books entitled El Mohala aboout this responsibility
saying « If we have people of the book among us and they are targeted by our
enemies while in our midst, then it is our duty to go out and fight them in order
to defend the people of the book who live amongst us, even if it means certain
death because it is our duty to do so, as ordained by Allah and His prophet
{PBUH). Failing to carry out this duty means disobedience of the commands of
Allah and His prophet ». Another jurist El Karafi El Malky commented on this
matter saying that « such a responsibility that puts the lives of people at risk is
indeed a noble and great matter ».

We can cite here an actual event that proves this point when the Tartars
attacked Damascus took hostage a large number of Muslims, Christians. A jurist
called sheikh Ibn Taymiah went to the Tartar commander to negotiate the
release of the prisoners, but when the commander refused to release the non
Muslim prisoners, the sheikh refused his offer and insisted that all the prisoners
be released, be they Muslims or non-Muslims, because he was well aware of his
responsibility towards the non Muslim members of his community and of the
teachings of the Quran and the prophet in this regard. In face of the
determination of the sheikh not to abandon the non Muslim prisoners, the Tartar
commander in the end agreed to release all the prisoners, Muslims and non

Muslims.
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Respect of others rights is a forgone conclusion in an Islamic society and
anyone who disobeys this rule is punishable, regardless of his position in
society. Each and every one of us was born a free man and we all have the right
to practice our rights and freedoms, be it freedom of work, speech or any kind
of activity, as long as it is permissible and does not violate or contravene public
values and morals.It is related that during the time of the Caliph Omar Ibn
Khattab, when Amr Ibn El Aass was Wali (ruler) of Egypt, a horse race took
place in which any who desired to take part could do so. Amr Ibn El Aass’ son
happened to enter the race, in addition to a number of Coptic youths. The race
was eventually won by one of these Coptic youths and the Wali’s son found it
hard to accept that he be beaten by a commoner and he vented his anger on this
youth by beating and hitting him telling him how dare he beat the sone of the
noble one. When the youth found no one to resort to and stand by him in Egypt,
he went to Medina and met with Calph Omar Ibn Khattab. He told him the
whole story and Omar called Amr Ibn E! Aass and his son to investigate the
matter and hear their side of the story. When Omar ascertained the truth of the
Egyptian vouth’s story, he gave him his stick and told him to hit the son of the
noble man. When the young man did so, Omar told him to Amr too (the Wali)
the young man turned to Omar and said « O Caliph I only need to hit he who
has hit me ». Omar replied to him that the wali had enabled his son to hit him
with his power. Omar then tumned to Amr Ibn Aass and reprimanded and chided
him severely for what he had allowed his son to get away with saying « Am,
since when do you enslave people whom have been born freemen ».

History also tells us another interesting story related to the people of
Samarkund, when it was opened by a Muslim commander Kotiba Ibn Muslim

who did not follow the correct Islamic procedures before taking the city, When
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Omar Ibn Abdel Azziz became Caliph, the people of Samarkund wrote to him
complaining about the Muslim commander’s action and behaviour. Omar
ordered a Muslim judge to look into the matter and hand down his judgment. At
first, the people of Samarkund were skeptical wondering if a judge would rule
against a Muslim commander. However, when the judge reviewed the facts of
the case and it became evident to him that the Muslim commander had not
followed the procedures or steps ordained by Islam, he ruled that the
commander and his army leave the city and start from anew, but this time
following the correct Islamic procedures, by first calling upon the people to
enter into Islam and if they refuse then they have to pay a tribute, and if they
refuse to pay that sum, then he should forewarn them that he will fight them so
that they can get ready to do battle. When the people of Samarkund leamt of the
judgment given by the Muslim judge in their favour they agreed to let matters
be as they are, out of a conviction that there is justice in ruling and that there 1s
one rule for all, be it for commoners, Muslims or non Muslims. They were also
convinced of the fact that an individual in the Islamic state enjoys the same right
a Muslim enjoys and that all have the same obligations and responsibilities of
the Muslim members of society.

Indeed, the Islamic jurists have laid down a public rule that applies to

everyone, this rule is « we are all equal in rights and responsibilities ».
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Introduction

The technological boom that has characterised the last decade was
behind the emergence of a virtual world called Internet where
transactions, be they or not of a commercial nature, are held within a very
short time and regardless of the situation of the contractors. Today,
people do no longer talk in terms of distance and countries and words
such as earth, planet, surfing, e-mail, shopping on the web and online
serve the new fashion. So, it is but logical that Education, as a component
of modern life, be invaded by Internet as well. The aim of this paper is to
demonstrate how useful is Internet for researchers in the educational
realm. 1t gropes for sharing our personal experience in using web sites
resources for documentation purposes. To this end, we will introduce
Internet in terms of technological definitions and applications. An
illustrative  webliography together with a comprehensive set of
methodologicdl conventions would be made use of as well.

1. Internet :

Intemet is a world-wide computer network which ° offers instant access 0
hundreds even thousands of computer files relating to almost any subject,
including articles, illustrations, sound and video clips and raw data’ (Lester,
1999: 28). So, we can consider Internet as a sort of technological exhibition of
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virtual goods (be they of commercial, educational or informative nature). In
other words, it is a technological application of scientific advances in the realm
of human communication whereby one is enabled to interact with the whole
world outside using one’s finger - tips and eyes.

2. World Wide Web (WWW}:

it is a group of interrelated computer files displayed in the form of programs
we reach thanks to browsers such as Netscape Navigator and Microsoft Intemnet
Explorer. These programs appear on the screen in the form of pages which are
constructed through the use of particular complex languages called Markup
Languages enabling the computer to decode them. Among these languages we
can cite :

- Hypertext Markup Language (HTML): It uses * tags to describe how
data will be presented on a web page’ (Davis-Tanous, 1999 : 1).

- Standard Generalised Markup Language ( SGML): It  allows a
programmer to format documents” (Davis-Tanous, 1999 : ).

- Extensible Markup Language (XML): It combines features of both
HTML and SGML and is characterised by the fact that it is compatible with
many browsers and ° capable of formatting data so that information on the
WWW is found more quickly and easily’ ( Dvis-Tanous, 1999: 1).

The network of the WWW is opened to access through websites (home
pages of libraries, companies, administrations. ..) which are connected through
hypertext links. The latter are “« hot » text or icons that, when clicked, instruct
the computer to perform certain functions, such as to go to another file within
this vast network (web)’ ( Lester, 1999 :28).Each file in the network has a

particular address which is specified in a particular format called Uniform
Resource Locator (URL).

One has to note that the WWW is not the only existing protocol (i.e.
technological process) for technological transmission of data. Indeed, other
protocols may be used. Among these protocols we can cite:

- Gopher: Unlike the WWW which enables us to move from one site to
another, the Gopher protocol investigates layers of information on the same site.

- File Transfer Protocol (FTP): It enables us to copy files from the site

into one’s own computer.
- Telnet: It enables us to access a computer in the net and use it as ours. It
needs a login and a password.
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3. Search Engines:
To access a particular site or document, the researcher should use
search engines which are themselves internet sites which can explore and index

other sites. Lester (1999) proposes the following ones :
Alta vista: < http:// altavista.digital.com/>

Excite: <http://www .excite.com>

Hotbot: <http://www.hotbot.com>

Infoseek: <http://guide.infoseek.com>

Lycos: <http://www lycos.com>

Open Text: <http://www .opentext.com/omw/f-omv.html>
Search: <http://www.search.com>

Webcrawler:  <http://www.webcrawler.com>
Yahoo ! <http://www.yahoo.com>

Clearinghouse: <http://www.clearinghouse.net>
Intemet Public Library :<http://ipl.sils.umich.edu/>

Planet Earth Virtual Library :< http://www.nosc.mil/planet_earth/info.htmf>

Savoy Search: <http://www.cs.colostate edu/~~dreiling/smartform.html>

These search engines provide searching opportunities through key-words
indexes as well as subject directories. Using them is a very easy and pleasant
activity which does not require any particular skill.

4. Research Applications of Internet :
a. E-mail :

It 1s the most widely used Internet application. The researcher can usea
virtual electronic box to send and receive mail. The address looks like :

samia.kara@caramail.com

It includes the form of the name the owner chooses (he may use numbers as
well) m addition tothe @ and the site which offers the opportunity of creating
the mail box. The operation of sending and receiving messages, unless there are
problems of disconnection, is very quick (seconds). The E-mail enables the
rescarcher as well to receive / send information in the form of attached files that
can be, for instance, imported from a floppy.

b. Electronic Lists and Forums:

The researcher, here, integrates a virtual group of people having similar
interests and whereby he ° can participate in a professional dialog and share
resources’( Le loup et al,2000 :1).

¢. Online Journals and Magazines:
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As their names suggest, they are professional joumals and magazines the
researcher can consult using the computer. They are free, regular but do not
exist in a paper form. According to Le loup et al (2000), their advantages are to
be seen, mainly, in terms of saving time while reaching a large and diverse
audience as well as including links to related background or reference data (on
the web) thanks to the hypermedia nature of their articles.

Accessing online journals, periodicals and magazines requires that the
researcher uses a search engine. For example, in Altavista the researcher can
click on ‘education’ then ‘journals’ from the key directories and have access to

links to online journals. He can , as well, use a key-word search : “education +
journals’. .

Slowinsky (1999) advises us to use as a starting point the virtual library
located at URL: <http://www.csu.edu.au/education/library> or the Center for
Instructional Materials and Computing Education Journal Annotations located
at URL : <http://cimc.soemadison.wisc.edu/resources/anno-AB html> . These

two sources would enable us to access journals as well as web sites.

As to periodicals, Slowinsky (1999) suggests to start the search at URL :
<http://www triangle.co.uk/index htm>. It would provide us with links with
periodicals having different educational foci.

d. Examining Library Holdings:

Consulting library holdings is, today, possible through Internet. Indeed,
many of them provide an Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC) which allows
for searching on the web their collections.

Lester (1999} advises us to consult :

LIBCAT: <http://www.metronet.lib.mn.us/lc/lc1 . html>

LIBWEB: <http://sunsite.berkeley.edu/libweb>

to access an overview of online libraries in terms of holdings and addresses
He also proposes to consult :

Carl Uncover: <http://www carl.org.uncover/> .

a site which offers a keyword search of 17,000 journals by author, title and
subject.

e. Consulting Up-dated Educational Standards :

This operation allows the researcher to be aware of what is happening in the
world of education in terms of renewed standards and norms. One of the best
databases is located at URL :< http:// putnamvalleyschools.org/standards>.

f. Browsing Opportunities in Relation to Funding and Grants :
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In addition to scholarships which are available through search engines in the
form of explanatory documents and application forms, the researcher can find
grants and application forms on particular sites designed exclusively for this

reason and located , for instance, at URL: <www.ed.gov/funding> or

<www.ed.gov/grants app>.
We must note that these sites are American and that almost all universities
over the world provide useful data about funding opportunities within their

systems. As to Algeria, the site : <http://www.algeriainfo.com> provides useful

hot hinks to ministries, administrations as well as institutions which provide
funding opportunities such as the Agence Nationale pour le Développement de
la Recherche Universitaire (ANDRU) and the Centre de Recherche en
Economie Appliquée pour le Développement (CREAD).

g. Using Sites for Translation Purposes:

It happens that we bump into texts written in languages we do not master.
An instant translation can be operated using particular sites such as the one

located at URL : < http://babel.altavista.com/translate .dyn->. The researcher

can tmport his document by citing its URL and translate it from and into
different languages he has the choice of.

5. Citing Internet Sources:

Intemet sources, like any other traditional type of references, need to be
cited. However, their specific form requires a specific citing format. The
documents 1 have been consulting until now agree on using the traditional
format to which we add the URL.

Lester (1999} pinpoints in details the Modem Language Association (MLA)
and the American Psychological Association (APA) styles which deem it
important to add the date of the researcher’s access to the documents before the
URL. The APA specifies that this date has to be preceded by the word
« retrieved ».

Lester (1699 : xi) goes on advising us to consult the following sites for an

up-to-date guide to internet sites and documentation format in relation to more
than twenty disciplines :

<http://www.apusu.edu/~lesterj/lester htm>.

<http://longman.awl.com/englishpages/>.

<http://www.apa.org/journals/webre. html>.

<http://www.apa.org/journals/faq. html>.

6. Evaluating Web Sites:

The Web is growing wider and more complex every day (ifnot every
hour). This is to say how much it is important for the researcher to leam the
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«ill of saving time and energy. Indeed, Intemet is so powerful and attractive
that many people may get caught in a sort of a trap in the form of addiction.
They may spend whole days in front of their screens without being able to
realise that they are harming their health as well as their time and energy.

To solve this dilemma, the researcher must learn how to select the sites he
works on. This operation requires an evaluation he can make of the web sites.
To this end, he can get inspired by consulting comprehensive lists of evaluative
criteria among which we can cite the one that has been elaborated by Abdullah (

1998 ). Abdullah (1998 :1) claims that ‘not every site makes a good resource’

and suggests a checklist made of thirty six items grouped under the headings :

technical ~considerations, purpose, content, authorship, sponsorship,
functionality, design and aesthetics. The application of this checklist enables the
researcher to classify his sites in terms of value in relation to his research goals,
time allotted and focus.

Conclusion

The huge technological revolution that has lately taken place in the world
and which has invaded all the aspects of our daily life, makes it urgent for us to
cope with the new developments. I would like to argue that we must train our
students to manipulate these tools before it becomes late for bridging the gap. It
is time, I believe, that we start thinking about future generations in terms of
scientific investment. An investment that should prove to be fruitful on the long
term which becomes a short one when it comes to Internet terminology.
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Appendix | '
An Example from <http:/www.ed.gov/databases/ERIC-Digests/index>
2000/16/25 - List of 41 new ERIC Digests
ED437766 Rights and Responsibilities of Parents of Children with
Disabilities: Update 1999. ERIC Digest #E575.
ED437767 Curriculum Access and Universal Design for Leaming.
ERIC/OSEP Digest #E586.
ED437941 XML: A Language To Manage the World Wide Web. ERIC Digest.
ED438010 Computer Literacy for Community College Students. ERIC
Digest.

ED438011 A Review of Community College Curriculum Trends. ERIC
Digest.

ED438147 The School-within-a-School Model. ERIC Digest.
ED438148 Postsecondary Financial Aid for American Indians and Alaska
Natives. ERIC Digest.

ED438149 Cultural Resources for Mexican American Education. ERIC
Digesit.

ED438150 Promoting Reading among Mexican American Children. ERIC
Digest.

ED438151 Multicultural Issues in Outdoor Education. ERIC Digest.

ED438152 Attracting and Retaining Teachers in Rural Areas. ERIC
Digest.
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ED438133 Improving Rural School Facilities for Teaching and

Learning. ERIC Digest.

ED438154 Education and Development in Poor Rural Communities: An

Interdisciplinary Rescarch Agenda. ERIC Digest.

ED438155 Teaching Amcrican Indian and Alaska Native Languages in the
Schools: What Has Been Leamed. ERIC Digest.

ED438244 The National Assessment of Educational Progress in Civics.

Appendix I
An Example of Results Coming out of the Use of a Search Engine
WebCrawler Search Results for: english language curriculum and textbook
Web Results for: english language curriculum and textbook
(26-50 of 3260) - show titles for these results,
63% cBay Listings: Language
Keep up to date on cBay's new site with the Bulletin! Cool Happenings.
Find out what's cool at cBay! Sell vour item in the Educational :
Language category Simmilar Pages
http://listings.ebay.com/aw/listings/list/all/category 11 10/index himl!
63% Russian Resources
Open courses at the University of Sussex School of European Studies.
Internet resources for teachers and leamers of Russian.
Language-learning software to download. Similar Pages
htp:/Awww.sussex.ac. uk/lange/russian. himl 62%
Apply Yourself: English For Job Scarch and Success
March 1998 Apply Yourself: English For Job Search and Success Lisa
Johnson. Lynne Levey. and Elizabeth Chafcouloff (1996) White Plains, NY:
Addison Wesley Longman Inc. Similar Pages
http://www kyoto-su.ac. jp/information/tesl-ej/cj 10/r3. html
62% Business Text Review
September 1996 Open for Business: Communication Activities for Students of
English Boston. MA: Heinle and Heinle Publishers Pp. ix + 165 ISBN
0-8384-2751-0 (paper) US $14.00 Similar Pages
htip://www kyoto-su.ac.jp/information/tesl-ej/ej06/r Lhtml
61% Palestine English Paper
Appendix HI
An Example of a Collection of Sites
(<http:/fwvww.ed.gov/databuses/ERIC-Digests/ed 439703 . html>
* Berit's Best Sites for Children: One of the oldest and most reliable lists of sites for
children in primary grades. Compiled by a tibrarian.
http://www.cochran.com/theodore/beritsbest/
* BJ Pinchbeck's Homework Helper: Compiled by a middle school student who
understands the reference needs of his fellow students.
http://www . bjpinchbeck.com/
* Kathy Schrock’s Guide for Educators: Home Page--A popular site for teachers.

3
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Compiled by a school librarian who has also created a collection for students.

hitp://school.discovery.com/schrockguide/

* Kid Info/School Subjects: Another student-created site. Arranged by subiect arca
and linked to many of the best educational sites online.

hitp://’www kidinfo.com/School _Subjects. html

* PBS Teachersource: Sites selected for curriculum content, arranged by subject
areas.

http://www.pbs.org/teachersource/recommended/rec_links.sht m

* 700+ Great Sites from ALA: Compiled by members of the American Library
Association. For students, tcachers, librarians, and parents.

http:.//www.ala.org/parentspage/greatsites/

ART:

* Artchive: an impressive group of Web sites and book suggestions for artists and
schools of art including Impressionism, Cubism. Photography, and Abstract
Expressionism. Try onc of the tours.

hitp://artchive.com/core himl

CURRENT EVENTS:

* CNN Interactive: Read the latest news. Search the archives for information about
past events. Choosc links to top stories, hot topics. sports. weather. and more.

hitp://cnn.com/index.himi

REFERENCE MATERIALS ONLINE:

* AskA+ Locator: Need to {ind an expert on a particular subject? The AskA+
Locator will allow you to search for experts by subject area and grade level.

http://www.vrd.org/locatot/subject. html

* Atlapedia Online: Contains full-color physical and political maps as well as key
facts and statistics about countries of the world.

http://www.atlapedia.com/index. html

* Biography: Scarch a database of biographics of over 20,000 notable people.

Uses the Cambridge Encyclopedia Database and the Cambridge Dictionary of
Amcrican Biography.

htip:/Awww.biography.com/

* Britannica Online: Online encyclopedia information as well as links to

selected Websites.

http://’www.cb.com: 180/

* "Do We" Really Know Dewey? This ThinkQuest winning site assists with
learning the Dewey Decimal System, including quizzes. Made for kids, by kids.

http://tqjunior.thinkquest.org/5002/

* Encarta Online: A concise version of Encarta’s CD-ROM. Includes short
encyclopedia articles and hot topics.

hnp://encarta.msn.com/EncartaHome,asp

* Kids InfoPlease: Ready reference combination. Includes Information Please

Almanac. Columbia Encyclopedia, and Random House Webster's College Dictionary.
http://kids.infoplease.com/



* Occupational Outlook Handbook: Find out about education requirements. job
outlook. working conditions. and carnings for hundreds of carecrs.

http://mwww.umsl.edw/services/govdocs/ooh9899/1 . htm

* Research and Web Citations from Nucva School-Helps students with the research
process. learn how to create bibliographies and how to usc search engines effectively.

http://www.nueva.pvt.k12.ca.us/~debbie/librarv/research/re search.html

SCIENCE RELATED SOURCES:

* ASK-A-SCIENTIST Archive: The information found in these archives is
outstanding. Covers many science topics including astronomy. biology. and chemistry.

http://newton.dep.anl.gov/archive htm

* How Things Work: A physics professor's compilation of his students' frequently
asked questions. A rich resource for students explaining why and how things work.

hitp://rabi.phys.virginia.edw/HTW/

* MAD Scientist Network--Great "librarv™ collections. Scarch the archives for
previously asked questions. Try the labs!

http://www.madsci.org/

* NASA: Visit this site when vou have a question or research topic about space.

Link to pages about Mars. the space shuttle. and the MIR space station. Scarch
NASA's hot topics.

http://www.nasa.gov/

* Neuroscience for Kids-Resources about the brain and spinal cord. Written with
kids in mind.

hitp://faculty. washington.edu/chudler/neurok.html

* Nine Planets: Multimedia Tour of the Solar System: Images and information:

about the solar svstem. planets and their moons. and other celestial systems.

http://seds.Ipl.arizona edu/nineplanets/nineplanets/ninepl anets.htmi

* Periodic Table of the Elements: Los Alamos National Lab provides chemical
information including uses, sources. and history of elements.

hitp://peart 1 lanl. gov/periodic/

* Smithsonian Institution Frequently Asked Questions: Provides the answers to

students’ questions about common research topics including science and social

science.

http://www.si.edu/resource/fag/start htm

* Science Fair Project Guide: A collection of sites. resources. and project

ideas for science fairs. From The Internet Public Library.

http://www.ipl.org/youth/projectguide/

* Sea World/Busch Gardens Animal Resources: Animal Information Database.

Presents reliable information about marine and land animals and conservation.

http://www.seaworld.org/infobook.html



La liberté de la presse en Algérie Entre atteintes et
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La presse algérienne a toujours été régie par des mesures discrinunatoires
jusqu’en 1962 Aussi la revendication de la liberté de la presse ou de son respect
quand elle était reconnue par les lois, demeurait une constante. Ce n’est qu avec
le statut de 1'Algérie de 1947 que I’ Arabe gagne le droit de cité comme langue
officielle en Algérie. C’est pourquoi les journaux nationalistes ou démocrates de
la période vont constituer en 1950 «un comité de défense de la liberté
d’expression » pour protester contre le régime répressif auquel ils sont soumis.

En effet, au moment ou cessait officiellement le régime de guerre avec les
suppressions successives de ['autorisation préalable (février 1947) et de la
censure préventive (mai 1947), et ou la liberté de la presse était accordée et
garantie aux publications de langues arabe et frangaise a la fois, s’établissait un
arsenal de circulaires et de notes gubernatoriales destmé a réprimer toute
expression nationaliste, de facon déguisée dans la. mesure du possible. Les
auteurs de ces circulaires, aussi bien Y. Chataigneau, gouvemeur général, que
son successeur M.E. Naegelen voulaient «en somme que fut réprimée la
propagande nationaliste, déclarée «anti-nationale » mais en recommandant
d'éviter les poursuites pour délit d'opinion ou plutét de les camoufler sous

d autres prétextes »'.
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En effet les journaux se plaignaient du contingentement de papier qui servait
de prétexte pour limiter P'audience ou faire taire un joumalz. Ils dénongaient
aussi les abus des administrateurs qui interdisaient Al Basa’ir, AL Djaza’ir Al
Djadida ou Al Maghrib Al Arabi dans leurs localités®. Mais «les mesures

répressives », le plus couramment, «prises a / ‘égard des périodiques musulmang
dés février 1948 et jusquen 1952 sont de trois ordres : saisie administrative
pour trouble apporté a ['ordre public, poursuite pour publication de fausses
nouvelles, poursuite pour ouirage ou dz_’[}"dmation’”‘.

Cette répression organisée et déguisée ne se limitait pas a la presse de
Jangue arabe. Les mesures de saisie, les amendes et les poursuites judiciaires
frappaient tous les journaux que le colonialisme accusait de porter atteinte 3
I'ordre public. Et si dans I’ensemble les organes en frangais plus nombreux g

plus fréquents ont été les plus touchés”, le cas d'Al Maghrib Al Arabj gt

tvpique, puisqu’il a subi tous ces procédés répressifs aussi bien dans sa versioy
originale de langue arabe que dans les suppléments en langue francaise.

i) Al Maghrib Al Arabi revendique sa liberté.

Al Maghrib Al Arabi, (organe non officiel du MTLD) étant le plus touché
par cette persécution répressive, il est celui qui en parle le plus souvent. Dans leg
quarante cinq numéros édités (en arabe) on recense soixante sept articles relatifs
a la presse. Trente sept traitent de la vie et de I'activité du journal Al Maghrib A
Arabi méme et les vingt six autres informent sur la presse maghrébine et arabe
Or deux fois sur trois au moins, ces articles - de I’étude a I"entrefilet - ont pou;
sujet principal la liberté de la presse ou plutdt les atteintes colonialistes 4 cette
liberté pourtant reconnue par la lot.

Dés le premier numéro (13/06/1947) Al Maghrib Al Arabi s indignait du
peu de cas qu’on faisait des « libertés démocratiques qui sont un droit naturel ¢
une ¢rape indispensable vers la souveraineté »". La premiere de ces libertés
n’est autre que la liberté d’expression et de pensee. Il dénonga avec virulence
(dans un petit article en page deux), la «saisie de journaux tunisiens dans la'
capitale algérienne », pour avoir «exprimé leurs sentiments de deuil g
'oceasion du Iriste anniversaire du protectorar », par ces numéros spéciéux
encadrés de noir. « Nous protestons contre ceite saisie injustifiée et déclarons

que 1 'Algérie partage le deuil de sa grande sceur »
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Trés rapidement Al Maghrib Al Arabi allait avoir I"occasion de s”indigner
des saisies opérées & son encontre dont la premiére eut lieu en février 1948, Elle
concemait le numéro 20 du 13/02/1948 édition francaise et le numéro 21 du

18/02/1948 édition originale en arabe® Cette mesure est 'exemple de « /a saisie

administrative. répressive. exercés dans le cadre du maintien de |'ordre
9 . )

public »”. Elle est exercée dans les mains des vendeurs, a travers tout le territoire

algérien. « A Constantine et dans le Constantinois, contrairement ¢ la loi,

aucun récépissé n'est délivré aux vendeurs. par la police. sur les exemplaires

saisie ». En réponse a leurs protestations « les vendeurs sont odieusement
. .10 . o .

brutalisés par la police » . Le motif de saisie était la publication dans le numéro

20 d’un écrit du P.P.A., pari dissous. Al Maghrib Al Arabi considére ce prétexte
ridicule car le joumnal « Unir», feuille colonialiste et raciste, publiait des
numéros entiers de la «nation algérienne » journal clandestin du P.P.A « mais n’a
TR T .
jamais été inquiété » . Cette saisie de grande envergure n’était que le prélude de
mesures aussi séveres qu’illégales.

A vparticr de février, avec [Parrivée de M.E. Naegelen a la téte du
gouvernement  général, commengait une véritable persécution contre les
périodiques « anti- nationaux ». Il voulait, & défaut de censure interdite par la loi
s'assurer a ce point de vue, la connaissance du «texte des documents a
U'impression avant leur dépét légal, de fagon que la saisie puisse étre prononcée

on 12 . ‘
avant toute diffusion » ~. Cette note fut appliquée aussitdt contre Al Maghrib Al

Arabi.
En effet le 23 mars, 'administration du joumal est encerclée par la police

qui procede a une perquisition. Cette situation persiste jusqu’au 11 avril'? Le

préfet d’Alger avait ordonné «de briser les plombs et d’arréter le tirage d’un
numéro d’Al Maghrib Al Arabi alors que 19.000 exemplaires ont déja été mis en
vente. Cette saisie préventive, en dehors de toute poursuite judiciaire est une

. s 414 . . L
pratique illégale’". Huit numéros ont été saisis durant cette période, quatre en

arabe et quatre en frangais. La répression touchait les dépositaires et les
vendeurs. lls sont arrétés, interpellés par la police ou poursuivis en Jjustice. En
demnier recours le Gouvernement Général prive le journal de sa part - déja

minime - en papier Al Maghrib Al Arabi disparait trois mois'>.
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Cette attitude vis-a-vis d’Al Maghrib Al Arabi s"intégre dans la vague de
répression généralisée qu'a connue I'Algérie dans les années 1948/195)
D’ailleurs le joumnal fait le lien dés le départ et fait remarquer que
I’administration préparait «par ces manoeuvres perfides le climat pour les
élections de !’Assemblée algérienne ». Mais «ces plans diaboliques ne peuvent
réussir avec le peuple algérien ». « Linjustice et I'arbitraire raciste qui lgs
(Algériens) frappent ne feront, au contraire, que renforcer leur sentiment national

et les pousser plus avant dans la vois de la hiberté et de la démocratie'®

En février 1949, il est saisi dans les mains des vendeurs a Mostaganem,
Conduits au Commissariat, puis a la prison ot ils furent priés de laisser leurs lots

: 17 L
de joumaux (A.M.A), les deux vendeurs ~ - dont un dépositaire - refusérent,

« lls préférent passer la nuit en prison et n’en sortir qu’avec leur marchandise »,
L’auteur de cet article paru le 11 février 1949 salua ces deux militants a |
conduite exemplaire. Les numéros 43 et 44 aussi sont saisis un peu partout en

Algériem. Ainsi dans le demier comme dans le premier numéro Al Maghrib Al
Arabi proteste avec véhémence contre toute les atteintes a la liberté de Ia presse,

«’une des conditions essentielles de la civilisation dans ce monde trouble!” ¢t j|

appelle a «lire Al Maghrib Al Arabi le porte-drapeau du combat national w2

Contrairement a Al Maghrib Al Arabi qui manifeste son indignation contre
les abus de 1’autorité colonialiste par la fréquence et I'intensité des dénonciations,
Al Basa’ir emploie plutét !'étude documentée et interpelle directement ou
indirectement les services concernes. Il I'a fait au moins deux fois avec les
services de surveillance de la presse comme nous allons le voir. Cela n’exclut pas
de temps & autre «une protestation » de quelques lignes concernant un fait précis;
tel ce défi lancé a cet administrateur de « Michelet » qui réprimait bassement des
vendeurs d’Al Basa’ir, de pouvoir arréter sa diffusion. « Al Basa’ir se vendra 3
Michelet et dans toute la Kabylie n’en déplaise aux infideéles » et il « fera échouer

la politique colonialiste qui tend a arracher les Kabyles a I’arabe et Iarabité !

11) Al Basa’ir dénonce la gensure au Maroc.

Si on laisse a cdté les saisies préventives que pratiquaient I’administration
colonialiste 4 I’égard de la presse on peut dire que I’on n’enregistre aucune
plainte (dans les journaux) ou protestations contre la censure en Algérie. La
censure en tant que controle et intervention préalable a toute publication
persistait au Maroc. Pour protester contre cette pratique les journaux marocains
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laissaient de grands blancs sur leurs colonnes a I’emplacement des passages
censurés, avec pour seule mention «[censure]», Al Alam, consulté pour les
années 1948 a 1951- pour confirmation- fournit de nombreux exemples a cet

20
égard™".
Al Basa’ir qui bénéficiait d’une large audience au Maroc se fit un devoir de

publier les échos d’indignation parvenus de I’Orient Arabe et traduits par un
lecteur marocain dans cet article intitulé «les bienfaits de Pail: dédié a la

censure »— . Cette publication est d’autant plus significative qu’elle parait en mai

1048 au moment ou la répression bat son plein en Algérie.

La revue Al Kitab, indignée par les blancs de la censure qu’elle rencontre
dans la presse marocaine publie un article de protestation contre les atteintes a la
liberte et essaie de défendre ['idée que le bon sens exige le respect de la liberté
d’expression a une épogque ou les chuchotements des levres les vibrations de cceur
se transmettent aussi rapidement que les ondes. Un lecteur marocain averti
constate avec bonheur I'attention et la compassion des confréres arabes a la
situation que vit I'écrivain et le journaliste au Maghrib. Il décide de faire
connaitre ces réactions venues d’Egypte et s’adresse a4 Al Basa’ir. C’était la
genése de I'article et voici un résumé de son contenu.

La revue Al Kitab constate avec amertume et consternation que la presse
marocaine subit encore les caprices de la censure qui rend les textes
inintelligibles par la coupure et la suppression d’un ou plusieurs paragraphes. Le
journaliste d"Al Kitab critique et ironise a propos de ceux qui crolent encore a
Pefficacité de la censure. Mais il s'interroge, perplexe, sur «la raison (sagesse)
qui pousse les hommes de la censure a laisser I'emplacement du passage censure
en blanc, a I'exception de I'expression «supprimé par la censure ». Et de se
demander s’il n’était pas préférable de noircir ce vide serait - ce avec des bonnes
paroles sur les «bienfaits de [’ail » ou «la péche du poisson dans les océans »;
une maniere d’effacer toute trace de leur acte et pour ne pas attiser la curiosité a
vouloir deviner ce qui est supprimé et pour ne pas souffrir de cette epéce
menagante au dessus des tétes ». En réalité et le jouranliste d” Al Kitab devait le
savoir, les censeurs n’aiment pas du tout les blancs de "la censure » et pour
cause ! Ce sont les journaux censurés qui tiennent a dévoiler silencieusement ces
infractions en laissant des blancs. Effectivement cela attire Dattention, la
curiosité et indignation du lecteur.

Quant a Abd Al Qader Sahrawi, le lecteur de Casablanca. il trouve
ingénieuse 1'idée «des bienfaits de I'ail » et se propose d’en faire une étude pour
faciliter la tache aux services de la censure au cas ou la matiére leur manquerait.
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1l en profite pour oter quelques illusions au confrere égyptien qui attribuait de
généraux sentiments aux censeurs en les appelant a se référer aux lois. Il I
rappelle a la réalité par ces termes : « Que Dieu Bénisse ta noblesse et la pureté
de ton cceur [ ...] tute souviens encore de la loi ! Ne sais-tu pas ce qui se dit de
nous et d’elle (loi) ? Que nous sommes une nation qui vit sans loi ? Ne sais-ty
pas que des journaux parmi nous ont été interdits, ou subi des amendes
excessives pour la simple raison qu’ils ont publié une information banale du type
dont foisonnent les journaux dans le monde ? [ | Ne sais-tu pas que les vendeurs
de joummaux ont eu des tracasseries, subi des Interrogatoires, parce qu’ils ne
dédaignaient pas de commercer avec quelques journaux tunisiens et algériens qui
suivent une vore libre ? ... ».

Sur ce ton et dans ce style doublement affirmatif il brosse un tableau de la
situation répressive de tous ceux qui usent de leur droit a la liberté d’expression.

Notons pour l'anecdote que pris par son sujet, A. Sahrawi en oublie de
parler «des bienfaits de [’ail »; il se ravise avant de conclure et prometd’y

- .o 24 . .
« remedier ultérieurement »~ Mais les services de la censure auront attendu en

vain ces recettes !

A Tinstar d’Al Maghrib Al Arabi, Al Basa’ir et Al Jazair Al Jadida, Al
Manar proteste contre tous les blocages apportés a sa diffusion. En Aoiit 1951, il
apprend a ses lecteurs dans les entrefilets du « courrier d’Al Manar », qu’il est
mterdit a Fez et Rabat. Comme la décision semblait définitive I'un de ses
abonnés a Rabat «le prie avec regret de suspendre I’envoi qui ne parvient pas a

Lo 25 A . « T
destination »™ Dans le méme numéro et la méme rubrique il s’indigne et proteste

contre la nouvelle saisie de I'Algérie libre, & laquelle « nous venons a peine de
souhaiter la bienvenue »... ». Cette nouvelle saisie est un coup porté a I'un des
membres du Front algérien pour la défense et le respect des Libertés
(FADRL), elle vise a empécher la nation d’entendre toutes les voix et toutes
les explications autour du Front. Elle tient aussi a laisser le terrain libre devant la
propagande colonialiste pour jouer son réle dans la déformation des vérités ».

A partir de 1952, au moment ol la répression contre les nationalistes devient
ouverte et s’appuie sur le fameux article 80 du code pénal - lequel réprime toute
atteinte contre la sécurité de I’Etat - la revendication de la liberté de la presse se
confond avec la revendication des libertés fondamentales et la lutte contre la

répression sous toutes ses formes, thémes largement traités par 1’ensemble des
titres.
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